Adoption/Pregnancy Services Information

Bethany Christian Services

The Bethany Christian Services Fremont Branch office provides free pregnancy counseling, domestic infant adoption, services for families wishing to adopt an older child, one with special needs and sibling groups.  Therapists provide individual, family, marital and group counseling to people experiencing emotional, behavioral, spiritual or interpersonal difficulties.

If you are pregnant and need immediate assistance, please call the Bethany Lifeline at 

1-800-BETHANY (1-800-238-4269).  A crisis counselor will be available to speak with you, 24 hours a day.

For more information, contact Bethany Christian Services at:

(231) 924-3390 or 1-800-BETHANY

6995 W. 48th Street, PO Box 173, Fremont, MI  49412
www.bethany.org
Catholic Charities West Michigan
Catholic Charities West Michigan serves all pregnant women, the baby’s father and their families regardless of race, religion or economic status.  They provide free pregnancy testing, help with prenatal care, counseling and referral information.  All services are free.  
They also provide adoption services for birth and adoptive parents, including counseling, assistance in obtaining ongoing medical services, and adoption planning.  The program focuses on the best placement for the child.  

For more information, contact Catholic Charities West Michigan at 1-866-271-6796

Big Rapids - 212 ½ Maple St.    (231) 796-1583

Fremont – 6 E. Main St.  (231) 924-4895

Baldwin – 740 9th St.    (231) 745-7709

Muskegon – 1095 3rd Ave.     1-877-277-9378

White Cloud  - 1195 E. Wilcox Ave.   (231) 689-6701

www.cssgr.org
Eagle Village, Inc.

If you are a teen and have an unwanted pregnancy, Eagle Village specializes in teen adoptions.  Couples or individuals seeking to adopt are encouraged to inquire.  

For more information, contact Eagle Village at (231) 832-2234

4507 170th Ave., Hersey, MI  49639

www.eaglevillage.org
Help Pregnancies Service

What we can do for you:

· Give you a free pregnancy test

· Counsel you according to the results

· Counsel as needed with parents, boyfriend, or husband

· Help you make healthy decisions about your relationships

We can provide information in the following areas:

· Medical care

· Financial help

· Agencies or persons offering live-in accommodations

· Development of your pre-born child

· Adoption

· Sexually transmitted diseases

· Complications of abortion

For more information, contact one of the volunteer staff at Help Pregnancies Service at 

(231) 796-4919

218 S. Warren (Red Cross Building), Big Rapids, MI  49307

Planned Parenthood

The Big Rapids Center offers confidential, low-cost health care for women of all ages.  

What we do:


Pap and breast exams


Birth Control-all methods


Pregnancy tests/options information
Education and treatment for menopause


Infertility counseling/referrals

HIV/AIDS testing for men and women


Testing/treatment for STD’s

Emergency contraceptive kit

The fees are affordable.  Birth control supplies cost less at Planned Parenthood than at the drugstore.  MESSA, Medicaid, and other insurances are now accepted.  Teens are free or low cost.

Hours:  

Monday  9:30am-7:00pm
Tuesday-Thursday   9:30am-5:00pm

Friday    9:00am-3:00pm

For more information, contact the Big Rapids Center at (231) 796-8612
208 S. Michigan Ave., Big Rapids, MI  49307

Alpha Family Center

The Center offers free pregnancy testing, infant and children’s clothes (up to toddler 4X), bottles, diapers, formula, cribs, bassinets, etc. -  whatever they have donated to them.   They also offer a parenting program and a sexual integrity program.  The Alpha Family Center now serves men as well as women.  

Hours:  Monday-Thursday  2:00pm-5:00pm     

             Friday  11:00am-5:00pm

For more information contact the Alpha Family Center at (231) 652-1548  

8849 Mason Dr.  Suite A

Newaygo, MI  49337

www.alphafamilycenter.org
Alternative and Adult Education

Mecosta and Osceola Alternative Education

The Alternative school is a learning environment for those who are either unable to attend a traditional high school or who have experienced difficulty in completing their education in a traditional school setting.  We receive students from Big Rapids, Chippewa Hills, Morley-Stanwood, Reed City and Evart Public Schools as well as students whose attendance is mandated by the Mecosta and Osceola County Juvenile Court.  

For more information, contact the Alternative School at (231) 796-4410

15800 190th Ave., Big Rapids, MI  49307

MOSAIC
MOSAIC is the alternative education program in the Chippewa area school district.  MOSAIC school is an alternative education program for at risk students in grades 7th-12th. They do not offer a GED program.  
For more information, contact MOSAIC at (989) 967-8150

2922 Arthur Rd., Remus, MI  49340

www.chsd.us/mosaic/index.htm
New Directions

We are a unique high school serving alternative education students.  Our students earn a Big Rapids Public School diploma, which requires 22 credits.  Our small size (100 students) gives us the ability to know our students and to be able to provide each an individualized educational plan for graduation.  The staff uses a variety of teaching methods to accommodate different learning styles. Flexible scheduling helps our students succeed.  

We specialize in students 17 and older, however, we accept 16 year olds on a case-by-case basis.  Everyone who applies must be 19 or younger. 

We enroll students throughout the summer for the fall, as well as during the school year.  

Hours:  Monday-Friday   8:00am-3:00pm

For more information, contact New Directions at (231) 796-3489

14980 215th Ave., Big Rapids, MI  49307 (west of the Big Rapids High School)

www.brps.k12.mi.us/newdir
Reed City Alternative Education
The Reed City Alternative Education School works with students who want to get their High School diploma and those who just want to get their GED.  Classes are offered to help GED students.  
For more information, contact Reed City Alternative Education School at (231) 832-5517

338 W. Lincoln Ave.,  Reed City, MI  49677

Genesis High School

Genesis High School is an alternative education school during the school day for grades 9th-12th, up to age 19.  Adult education and GED prep courses are offered after school hours.  

For more information contact Genesis High School at (231) 734-3051

901 N. Main St., Evart, MI  49631

Tri County Area Schools-Alternative Education

Tri County Area Schools Alternative Education offers high school diplomas through the Tri-County High School.  No GED programs are available.

For more information, contact Tri Count Area Schools at (231) 937-5174

208 E. Edgerton

Howard City, MI  49329

Michigan Works! Hope Network GED
Michigan Works! Hope Network now offers GED Prep and GED testing.  You must register in person at the Michigan Works! office in Big Rapids.  Driver’s license or photo ID is required.  

Test fees are $125 for all 5 tests (if taken within two months of payment) or $35 for each individual test.  A GED prep course is offered free of charge.  This is subject to a waiting list.
Please call (231) 796-0049 ext. 1254 for more information or to schedule an appointment.

Budgeting-Home Management
Michigan State University Extension (MSU Extension)

The MSU Extension program provides free classes on nutrition, budgeting and cooking with safety.  Individualized lessons are also available.
· Nutrition – Discussions and demonstrations focus on the Food Guide Pyramid, cutting food costs, stopping germs and planning last minute meals.  Activities include making pantry soup and creating-a-casserole.

· Budgeting – Learn how to track your money, set money goals and find ways to cut expenses.  Activities include making a “low cost baking mix” and putting together an inexpensive cleaning bucket.

· Cooking – Central themes include kitchen safety and choking dangers, trying new foods and making mealtimes easier and pleasant.  Activities include trying quick and easy snacks and meals.

Hours:  Monday-Friday   8:00am- 5:00pm
For more information, contact MSU Extension at:

Big Rapids:  (231) 592-0792    14485 Northland Dr.
Reed City:  (231) 832-6145    301 W. Upton Ave.

Car Seats
Safe Kids

Periodic car seat checks, sponsored by Safe Kids, are held 3 times a year.  Flyers are circulated through various programs throughout Mecosta and Osceola Counties.  To contact Safe Kids directly or to receive a calendar of events for your area:

Call   (517) 335-9518 

Write:  Michigan Department of Community Health
           Safe Kids

           PO Box 30195

           Lansing, MI  48909
Clothing
Alpha Family Center

The Center offers free pregnancy testing, infant and children’s clothes (up to toddler 4X), bottles, diapers, formula, cribs, bassinets, etc. -  whatever they have donated to them.   They also offer a parenting program and a sexual integrity program.  The Alpha Family Center now serves men as well as women.  

Hours:  Monday-Thursday  2:00pm-5:00pm     
             Friday  11:00am-5:00pm

For more information contact the Alpha Family Center at (231) 652-1548  
8235 Mason Dr.  Suite A

Newaygo, MI  49337

Clothing Center-Osceola County

Free used clothing.  They are open Mondays 1pm-4pm, Wednesdays 10am-4pm and the first Saturday of every month 1pm-3pm.  They are located at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 209 E. Fifth, Reed City, MI  49677.

God’s Helping Hands

God’s Helping Hands is a resale store that provides food, clothing and other miscellaneous items to those in need.  Their hours are Tuesdays and Fridays, 10:00am-12:00pm.  They are located at 5045 9 Mile Rd., Remus, MI  49340.

For more information, call (989) 967-8581.

Goodwill

Goodwill offers used clothing and other items at discount prices. Hours are Monday-Saturday 9:00am-8:00pm and Sunday 12:00pm-5:00pm.  They have several locations.

Big Rapids – 1254 Perry St.  (231) 796-5400

Newaygo – 8143 Mason Dr. (231) 652-2306

Fremont – 1224 W. Main St.  (231) 924-3493

Help Pregnancies Service

Help Pregnancy Service can provide pregnant women in need with diapers, receiving blankets and other small baby items. They are located at 218 S. Warren, Big Rapids, MI 49307.

For more information call (231) 796-4919.
Love In the Name of Christ (Love, Inc.)
Love, Inc. assists families in Newaygo County and various other counties throughout the state.  Various churches distribute the following items:  food, personal health and paper products (toilet paper, tooth paste, etc.), Bibles and Bible storybooks, furniture, socks and underwear, and diapers.  
For more information contact Love, Inc. at (231) 652-4099 or 1-800-777-5277.

11 W. 96th St.

Newaygo, MI  49337

www.loveinc.org
St. Vincent de Paul

St. Vincent’s Clothing Store offers great deals on nice clothing, small appliances and other miscellaneous items.  Their hours are Monday-Friday, 12:00pm-4:30pm.  Store is located at 102 Williams St., Big Rapids, MI  49307.

For more information, call (231) 796-5202.

The Wise Shopper

The Wise Shopper sells clothing, household items, furniture and miscellaneous items for low prices.  Their hours are Tuesday-Thursday, 10:00am-5:00pm and Saturday, 10:00am-2:00pm.  The store is located at 115 Michigan Ave., Big Rapids, MI  49307.

For more information, call (231) 796-5840.

The Inc. Spot

The Inc. Spot offers used clothing and other items at discount prices.  Hours are Monday-Saturday 10:00am-5:00pm.  The store is located at 116 S. Upton, Reed City, MI  49677.

For more information, call (231) 832-9495.

Project Starburst

Offers a furniture and household goods bank, as well as a baby food and formula pantry.   Hours are Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm.  Located at 120 S. State St., Big Rapids, MI  49307.
For more information, call (231) 796-5342.

Department of Human Services

DHS Volunteer Services have winter coats available for those in need.  Hours are Tuesday-Thursday, 10:00am-12:00pm.

For more information, call (231) 796-4311.

Child Protective Services
Department of Human Services – Child Protective Services

The Children’s Protective Services (CPS) program in Michigan is child centered and family focused.  The goal is to protect children from further physical and emotional harm and to help parents, where possible, to function responsibly and independently in caring for their children.  The major types of harm that can happen to a child are as follows:

Neglect:  Harm or threatened harm to a child’s health or welfare by an adult responsible for their welfare through negligent treatment (failure to provide food, clothing or medical care) or placing the child at unreasonable risk to the child’s health or welfare when the responsible adult knows or should have known of the risk and is able to intervene.

Abuse:  Harm or threatened harm to a child by an adult responsible for their health or welfare, a teacher or teacher’s aide (teachers or teacher’s aide are not listed in the law as being “persons responsible,” so law enforcement investigates) through non-accidental physical or mental injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation or maltreatment.

Child Protective Services is on call 24 hours a day.  For more information, call the Department of Human Services at (231) 796-4300.  After hours call (231) 796-0707.

Counseling and Support Services
Catholic Charities West Michigan
Catholic Charities West Michigan offers comprehensive counseling services to support individuals and their family.  Focal points of counseling include the following areas:

· Specialized issues such as parenting, sibling relationships, unplanned pregnancy counseling, employment and occupational testing and counseling, pre-marital assessments

· Family counseling
· Individual counseling

· Group or education counseling

· Families First Program-a family preservation and unification program that accepts referrals from the Department of Human Services
Counseling service fees for the individual and family are based on a sliding scale determined by family size and income.  Catholic Charities West Michigan accepts Medicaid.  

For more information, contact Catholic Charities West Michigan at 1-866-271-6796

Big Rapids - 212 ½ Maple St.    (231) 796-1583

www.cssgr.org
Central Michigan Community Mental Health Services

Providing Services for Children, Adolescents and Adults

Services:

· Assessment Services – Mental health assessments are provided to any resident who presents a mental health need.  Treatment by CMCMHS may be provided or referrals may be made to other service providers.

· 24 Hour Emergency Services – A mental health professional is always on duty to provide emergency consultation to assist individuals or other service providers in assessing and/or intervening in psychiatric emergency situations.  The service can be reached by calling the agency phone number.

· Treatment Services – The following clinical services and interventions are available:

· Marital and family therapy

· Individual therapy for children and adults

· Group therapy

· Case management for adults

· Support coordination
· Jail diversion services

· Psychosocial rehabilitation program for adults

· ADD/ADHD assessment for children

· Post-adoption family counseling

· Psychological testing

· Psychiatric consultation

· Home based services for children

· Domestic violence Support Group

· Substance Abuse Counseling/Treatment

· Other Services – The following support and educational services are available as needed:

· Parent education and training

· Family support for families with a child who has a developmental disability living at home

· Social and vocational training for adults who have developmental disability

· Residential placement services for adults with developmental disability or a mental illness

· Guardianship counseling

· Consultation and education presentations to community groups

· Nursing home consultation

· Respite services for children

To make an appointment, contact CMCMHS:

Big Rapids – (231) 796-5825     500 S. Third St.

Reed City – (231) 832-2247    4473 220th Ave.

www.cmhcm.org
24 Hour Crisis Line:  1-800-317-0708

Office hours:  Monday 8:00am-7:00pm and Tuesday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm

Cost of Services:  The fees that are charged are based on the ability to pay.  No one is denied service on the basis of an inability to pay a fee.  Some private insurance companies may cover part of the cost.  Services are fully covered by Medicaid.

Grace Counseling Service

Barry Stowers is a licensed professional counselor who has experience working with a variety of individual, family, and children’s issues.  Office located at 705 Oak St.Unit 10, Big Rapids, MI  49307.

For more information contact Dr. Stowers at (231) 592-1318.

www.dayspringcounseling.com
Mecosta Osceola Youth Attention Center

Mecosta Osceola Youth Attention Center offers crisis intervention and referral services, delinquency services and emergency shelters for youth ages 10-17.  Also offered are youth and family counseling services and emergency medical, food, and clothing for youth.   Located at 400 Elm St., Big Rapids, MI  49307.  Office hours are Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm.  

For more information, please call (231) 592-0129

Ten Sixteen Recovery Network

Ten Sixteen Recovery Network is a non-profit treatment facility dedicated to quality substance abuse treatment.   They provide treatment through a Modified Therapeutic Community, which provides a structured environment in daily living which promotes normalization and emotional security for patients.  Patients attend two, one and one half hour educational group sessions per day.  Patients also attend AA or NA meetings daily.  Sessions with a primary counselor helps to support the patient as they begin the process to recovery.

We serve both adult men and women 18 or older.  We accept many insurances including Medicaid.  We also have a sliding fee scale that bases cost on income.  

Outpatient Services include:

· Intensive outpatient counseling

· Intermediate recovery skills

· Addiction treatment groups

· Anger management

· F.O.R.C.E. (for first time offenders)

· Family Education

· Driver License Evaluations

· Drug Testing

· Court Evaluations

· Employee Assistance Services

For more information contact Ten Sixteen Recovery Network at:

Outpatient – (800) 333-2791

Residential services – (800) 835-5611         www.1016.org
Or the Big Rapids office at (231) 527-2000 located at 21061 19 Mile Rd., Big Rapids, MI  49307

Day Care Options/Centers
Kent County 4C’s Day Care Services

Kent Regional Community Coordinated Child Care has developed standards of care for infant, toddler, pre-school and before and after school care.  4C’s encourages providers to uphold and surpass standards of quality care for children.  

4C’s will print out a list of available centers or homes so that you can choose the child care that best suits your needs.  

For more information, call (231) 796-4319 or 1-800-448-6995

DeVries Daycare, Pre-School and Learning Center

Children ages 8 weeks to 12 years are welcome.  Hours are Monday-Friday, 7:30am-5:15pm.

For more information, please contact Paulette DeVries at (231) 796-2379

14883 Old Mill Pond Rd.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Stepping Stones Childcare Center
Stepping Stones Childcare Center has developmentally appropriate programs for infants and toddlers, a pre-school program, Wrap Around care for school aged children before and after school, and volunteer foster grandparents.

The center is open from 7:00am-6:00pm, Monday-Friday, before and after school, and all day during Christmas Break, Spring Break and summer vacation, as well as snow days, upon availability.  

Tuition is paid monthly, bi-weekly, or weekly.  Tuition is due not later than the Friday preceding the week of care.

For more information, contact Stepping Stones Childcare Center at (231) 527-2273

525 N. Fourth Ave.
Big Rapids, MI  49307

www.steppingstonescc.org
Tot’s Place Child Development Center

Children ages 1 month to 12 years old are welcome.  Hours are 7:30am-5:30pm, Monday-Friday.  A summer camp program for school children is also available.  

For more information, call Tot’s Place at (231) 591-2390

1349 Cramer Circle, Bishop Hall 102

Big Rapids, MI  49307

www.ferris.edu/totsplace
Busy Bee’s Childcare

Children from newborns to 12 years of age are welcome.  Busy Bee’s offers before/after school care, drop-in  care, infant/toddler care, and a pre-school program.  Hours are Monday-Friday 6:30am-6:30pm, year round.  

For more information, contact Busy Bee’s at (989) 382-8687

19608 30th Ave.

Barryton, MI  49305

Reed City Community Child Care Center

Children from 6 weeks old to 12 years of age are welcome. The Center offers Food Service, Infant/Toddler care, a pre-school program, and programs for school aged children.    Hours are Monday-Friday, 6:30am-5:30pm.

For more information, contact Reed City Community Child Care Center at (231) 832-0655

309 S. Higbee Rd.

Reed City, MI  49677

Dental Care Options
Cherry Street Clinic

The Cherry Street Clinic located in Grand Rapids offers dental care to individuals in need.  Due to their client load, they are not always accepting new patients.  Call to determine if they have any openings.  

The Cherry Street Clinic accepts Medicaid for children and adults, and uses a sliding scale (bring proof of income) to ensure affordable dental care.  Monday-Friday, starting at 7:00am, the clinic offers emergency dental care for those in pain for a reasonable charge.  It is on a first come, first serve basis.
Hours are Monday-Wednesday 7:00am-8:00pm, and Thursday-Friday 7:00am-5:00pm.

For more information, contact the Cherry Street Clinic at (616) 235-7289

550 Cherry St.

Grand Rapids, MI  

www.cherryhealth.com
Dental Clinics North

Dental Clinics North, a partnership of the local Health Departments, provides dental services to children and adults who have Medicaid, Delta Dental (Healthy Kids and MIChild) or Northern Dental Plan.

Services offered include:

· Oral Exam

· Cleaning

· Fluoride Treatments

· Fillings

· Education

· Other Dental Procedures

There are ten locations to serve you:

Cadillac


East Jordan






Cheboygan


Mancelona

       
Gaylord


Traverse City

Manistee


Alpena

Petoskey


West Branch

For more information, or to make an appointment, call 1-877-321-7070

Ferris State Dental Clinic

The FSU clinic provides teeth cleaning, dental X-rays, fluoride treatment and pit and fissure sealants.  Services provided are done under the supervision of registered dental hygienists or dentists.
The clinic is open to FSU students and the community during the fall and winter semesters.  Day and evening appointments are available.  The clinic accepts Medicaid for children and adults as well as Delta Dental Insurance.

For more information, or to make an appointment, call (231) 591-2260.

Family Health Care

This is a full service dental clinic located in Baldwin and White Cloud.  Some of the services provided include:

· Cleaning and fluoride

· Sealants

· Crown and Bridges

· Full and Partial Dentures

· Oral Surgery

· Denture Laboratory Services

Family Health Care accepts most insurance plans and offers a sliding fee discount based on your income and family size.
For more information or to make an appointment please call:

Baldwin – 1615 Michigan Ave.    (231) 745-2736

White Cloud – 1035 E. Wilcox Ave.   (231) 689-1608

Michigan Community Dental Clinics

This is a full service dental clinic located in Big Rapids.  Some of the services provided include:

· Oral Exam

· Fillings

· Cleaning

· Education

· Fluoride Treatment

· Other Procedures

The Public Health Dental Clinic accepts most insurances, including Medicaid and MIChild.  If you do not have insurance, the Public Health Dental Clinic offers dental services at a reduced fee.  If you are eligible for the Michigan Community Dental Plan, your membership includes an initial visit that includes x-rays, exam, a treatment plan and reduced rates for all treatment.  Membership is $50 per person.  Eligibility for the program (membership) is determined by lack of dental insurance and income guidelines.

Please call 866-796-3617 for more information.

Located at:

14435 Northland Dr.

Big Rapids, MI  49307
Disability Assistance
State Disability Assistance (SDA)

A needy person who is disabled and who does not have dependent children may be eligible for this cash assistance program.  Also, you must be unable to work for at least 90 days or receiving SSI, special education services or other services.  Contact the Department of Human Services for more information at (231) 796-4300

Domestic Violence
Personal Protection Order

What is a personal protection order?  

A personal protection order (PPO) is an order issued by the court.  In situations where there is a domestic relationship, it can protect you from harassment, assault, beatings, molestation, wounding or stalking by another person.  The order can also prohibit him/her from entering your premises and from removing minor children unless the removal is part of a court parenting time order.  

How does one file for a personal protection order?

Go to the county clerk’s office or circuit court.  You can ask for a “do-it-yourself” personal protection order packet or if you are in immediate danger, ask the court for an ex parte order.

It is a crime in Michigan for someone to assault or threaten another person.  A personal protection order provides extra protection by preventing the other person from purchasing or possessing a firearm and from interfering with your normal activities.  The order goes into effect as soon as the judge signs it.  The County Clerk’s office provides a copy to the local police.  You do not need an attorney.

For more information, call the Family Violence Hotline at 1-800-99-NO-ABUSE or your local police department.  

Women’s Information Service, Inc. (WISE)

A Domestic Violence and Adult Sexual Assault Services Program

Domestic violence is an increasing visible social and legal problem that includes physical abuse, verbal abuse and stalking.  Sexual assault includes rape in any form, forced sexual contact and sexual harassment.  
Who can use WISE services?
· Any person who is in need of protection or assistance due to actual or threatened assault by a spouse, former spouse, boyfriend or girlfriend.

· Adult victims of sexual assault

· Significant others

WISE offers the following services for survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault:

· 24 Hour Emergency shelter for women and children
· Individual and group counseling
· 24 Hour Crisis phone line
· Individual and group counseling for children
· Legal advocacy – accompaniment to court, support through the legal process
· Housing advocacy
· Support through medical procedures
· Family issues and life skill training
· Affordable clothing and household items
All services are confidential and free.

For more information, contact WISE at (231) 796-6600 or the 24 Hour Crisis Line at

1-800-374-WISE.

OASIS (Opportunity for Abused Spouses in Stress)

OASIS provides shelter for domestic violence victims and children as well as limited shelter for homeless women.  OASIS also provides rape crisis intervention for victims.  Based out of the Cadillac area.  

For more information call the 24-hour crisis line at 1-800-775-4646.  

Department of Human Services
The DHS contracts with local shelters to provide housing, counseling and crisis services for victims of domestic violence and their children.  You will have access to food, clothing, health care, transportation and legal and financial advice.  A 24 hour crisis hotline is available.

For help, call 1-800-996-6228.

Emergency Services
Emergency Service Helplines

Poison Control





1-800-222-1222

Elder Abuse Helpline




1-800-996-6228

Abortion Alternatives




1-800-238-4269

Parent Helpline, Crisis Helpline



1-800-942-4357

Teens Hotline





1-800-292-4517

National Hopeline Network (24/7 suicide hotline)
1-800-SUICIDE

Children’s Protective Services



1-800-942-4357

Runaway and Homeless Youth Services (RAP line)
1-800-292-4517

Sexual Assault Hotline




1-800-942-4357
AIDS Hotline





1-800-342-2437
Family Violence Prevention



1-800-996-6228

Emergency Shelter




1-800-273-5837

Home Heating





1-800-292-5650

Medical Assistance




1-800-642-3195

Alcohol and Drug Abuse Action Helpline

1-800-234-0420

St. Vincent de Paul

St. Vincent de Paul works with other agencies to help meet the basic needs of community members.  Some of these basic needs include gas, electric, rent, food and other services.  

For more information, contact St. Vincent de Paul at (231) 796-5707

102 Williams St.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Love in the Name of Christ (Love, Inc.)

Love, Inc. assists families in Newaygo County and various other counties throughout the state.  Various churches distribute the following items:  food, personal health and paper products (toilet paper, tooth paste, etc.), Bibles and Bible storybooks, furniture, socks and underwear, and diapers.  

For more information contact Love, Inc. at (231) 652-4099 or 1-800-777-5277.

11 W. 96th St.

Newaygo, MI  49337

www.loveinc.org
Emergency Services at MMCAA

Emergency services provided include:

· Shelter assistance

· Heat and utility assistance

· Household emergencies

· Employment retention

· Support services for children

· Emergency church fund

· Commodity supplement food program

· Emergency food and assistance program

· Emergency food pantry

· Holiday food and Outreach program

The following documentation is necessary to process an application for Emergency Services:

· Proof of all current household income including wages, Social Security, SSI, pensions, FIP grants, child support, unemployment, etc.

· Social Security cards for all household members

· Michigan driver’s license or Michigan ID

· Department of Human Services (DHS) Decision notice (must be current).

· For shelter assistance, a court ordered eviction notice and NMCAA rental forms must be completed by your landlord.

· For utility assistance, a shutoff notice from your gas/electric company is required

· Documentation of circumstances that caused the emergency

For more information, contact MMCAA at:

Big Rapids - (231) 796-4664    405 S. Third St.

Reed City – (231) 832-3131     240 E. Church St.

Project Starburst

Project Starburst supplies provisions or cash (small loans or grants) to alleviate emergency needs (food, personal needs, household items, furniture, prescriptions, rent, security deposits and utilities).   The hours are Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm.  Project Starburst is located in the lower level of the United Church.

For more information, contact Project Starburst at (231) 796-5342

120 S. State St.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Salvation Army

The following list includes many services that the Salvation Army provides for families:

· Home heating help

· People Care Fund – (Consumer’s Energy), assistance with utility payments

· Emergency food

· Housing assistance – first months rent, past due rent

· Emergency services – nights and weekends

· Holiday package for Thanksgiving and Christmas – applications taken early November

· Budgeting information

· Shelter

· Transportation

· Medical and prescriptions – if all other sources exhausted

For more information, contact the Salvation Army at (231) 796-5597

325 Linden St.
Big Rapids, MI  49307

State of Emergency Relief at DHS (SER)
This program provides limited assistance to individuals and families facing emergencies that threaten their health or safety.  Anyone can apply for SER.
Services are available to:

· Prevent homelessness or provide shelter

· Prevent the loss of a safe, affordable house

· Correct unsafe conditions and restore essential services in a safe, affordable home

· Provide food and replace stoves, refrigerators, furniture and other household items

· Prevent shutoff of water and cooking gas or restore those services when necessary to prevent serious harm to a family

· Pay for burial or cremation, within certain limitations, when the decedent’s estate, together with contributions from family and friends, will not cover the cost

· Provide emergency shelter for homeless people through a contact with the Salvation Army. (call 1-800-274-3583).

For more information, call (231) 796-4300.

God’s Helping Hands

God’s Helping Hands may be able to assist with fuel, medicine and rent.  Must have a referral from DHS.  Hours are Tuesday and Friday, 9:30am-11:30am.

For more information, contact God’s Helping Hands at (989) 967-8581

8550 50th Ave.

Remus, MI  49340

Michigan Public Services Commission
Michigan Public Services Commission can assist with mediation between the customer and the Michigan utility company.  

For more information, call 1-800-292-9555.

Employment Services
Manpower

Manpower offers training and placement for temporary employment.  

For more information, contact Manpower at (231) 796-1657

400 N. State St.

Big Rapids, MI  49307
Michigan Works!

Michigan Works! provides free guidance to help find the jobs that will work best for you.  Our Workforce Service Centers are where job seekers come to find work and employers come to find workers.  We are a partnership of several non-profit, governmental and educational agencies, so in our offices you have access to many publicly funded programs.

The following are a few of the services that our programs may provide:

· Assessment of interests, motivation skills and abilities to all eligible applicants that have met guidelines for training

· On the Job Training – applicants are effectively matched to real jobs

· Classroom Training – the program is designed to provide individuals with technical skills and information required for a specific job.

For more information contact Michigan Works! at

Big Rapids – (231) 796-0049    826 N. State St.

Reed City – (231) 832-3131    240 E. Church Ave.

Trillium Staffing
Trillium Staffing offers placement for temporary or temporary to permanent employment for clerical and light industrial jobs.  There are no fees.

For more information, contact Trillium Staffing at (231) 796-0666

Professional Staffing Solutions

Professional Staffing Solutions offers placement for temporary or temporary to permanent employment for industrial, clerical and technical positions.

For more information please call (616) 784-8000
Eye Care Options
Cherry Street Health Center
Cherry Street Health Center provides an eye care program for the uninsured.  Services include eye exams, diagnosis and treatment of ailments, chronic eye problems, refractions and dispensing of eyeglasses.  Eligibility for sliding fee scale is based on income and family size. 

For more information or to make an appointment, contact the Cherry Street Health Center at 

(616) 235-7272 ext. 3197

550 Cherry St. SE

Grand Rapids, MI  49503

Ferris State Optometry Clinic

FSU Optometry Clinic patient services are open to the public.  Services provided include eye and vision exams, visual acuity exams, diagnosis and treatment of eye related health issues and the dispensing of eyeglasses through University Eyewear.  Please call for fees and accepted insurance plans.

For more information, or to make an appointment, contact the FSU Optometry Clinic at 

(231) 591-2222

1310 Cramer Circle, 502 Pennock Hall

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Dr. Crew

Dr. Crew offers routine vision exams, a full service in-house optical shop, contact lens and glasses fitting, glaucoma detection and treatment, and other services.
For more information or to make an appointment, contact Dr. Crew’s office at (231) 796-0010

650 Linden St.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Vision USA

Vision USA provides free eye exams to eligible, low-income working families.  Services are donated by volunteer optometrists who are members of the American Optometric Association and may be limited in some areas.

There is an application that needs to be completed.  Only fill out this application if:

· Someone in the household is working at least part time

· The person seeking care has no public or private insurance that covers eye exams

· The person has not had an eye exam in the last two years

· The household is low-income and unable to pay for eye exams

Your completed form will be reviewed to determine your eligibility.  If you are qualified and a volunteer doctor is available in your area, you will be given his or her name to contact for an appointment.  

For more information or to complete an application over the phone contact Vision USA at 

1-800-766-4466.  You can also write to Vision USA to request an application at 

Vision USA, 243 N. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, MO  63141-7881.

Lions Club
The Lions Club collects used eye glasses that are then refurbished through the VOSH program at FSU.  Financial assistance for eyeglasses for the needy is available through the Big Rapids Lions.

For more information, contact Lion Ron Mohnke at (231) 796-5776 or (231) 796-8628.

Family Planning

Osceola County Health Department

The Osceola County Health Department does family planning on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Please call for an appointment.  
Family planning promotes the well being of families by giving couples the opportunity to time pregnancies when they are best able to care for the children, promotes healthy babies by reducing infant deaths and other health related problems, and maintains women’s health by detecting problems through routine screening and examination.  The Health Department also distributes birth control.  

For more information or to make an appointment, contact the Osceola County Health Department at (231) 832-5532.

Planned Parenthood

The Big Rapids Center offers confidential, low cost health care for women of all ages.  Services provided include:


Pap and breast exams


Birth Control-all methods


Pregnancy tests/options information
Education and treatment for menopause


Infertility counseling/referrals

HIV/AIDS testing for men and women


Testing/treatment for STD’s

Emergency contraceptive kit

The fees are affordable.  Birth control supplies cost less at Planned Parenthood than at the drugstore.  MESSA, Medicaid, and other insurances are now accepted.  Teens are free or low cost.  

Hours:  Monday and Wednesday, 9:30am-7:00pm, Tuesday and Thursday, 9:30am-5:30am and Friday, 9:00am-3:00pm.

For more information, contact the Big Rapids Center at (231) 796-8612

208 S. Michigan Ave.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Family Support Services
Mecosta County Community Team

The MCCT is a multi-disciplinary team comprised of professionals from all the agencies serving children and families.  The primary purpose of the team is to enable and encourage families to access community resources in a helpful way.

For more information, call (231) 250-1364.  The address is:  PO Box 1132, Big Rapids, MI  49307.

Food Assistance
American Legion Food Pantry

This food pantry serves the Morley area residents on Mondays 8:00am-11:30am.  Emergency food assistance is open 24 hours.

For more information, contact the American Legion Food Pantry at (231) 856-4229

560 Northland Dr.

Morley, MI 49336

Commodity Supplemental Food Program-MMCAA

Free Food for Seniors, Mothers, Infants and Children
Children under six years of age, who are not on WIC, senior citizens (age 60 or older), pregnant women, postpartum and breast feeding women, are eligible for up to one year of service, but must fall within household income guidelines.

Each month, individuals receive the following items:  cereal, can fruits and vegetables, can juices, can meat, nonfat dry milk, peanut butter or dry beans, pasta or rice, and infant formula.

Anyone can apply.  Individuals need verification of birth date and household income, social security cards for all household members, and driver’s license or ID card.
For more information, contact MMCAA at 

Big Rapids – (231) 796-4664  405 S. Third St.

Reed City – (231) 832-3131  240 E. Church Ave.

USDA Commodities-MMCAA

Commodities are provided to income eligible households through MMCAA.  This is a quarterly food distribution.

For more information, contact MMCAA at 

Big Rapids – (231) 796-4664  405 S. Third St.

Reed City – (231) 832-3131  240 E. Church Ave.

Family Independence Program (FIP or Cash Assistance)

Families with children may be eligible for financial assistance until they are able to help themselves.  The children must be under the age of 18, or age 18-19 and attending high school full time and expected to graduate before reaching age 20.  

For more information, contact DHS at (231) 796-4300

800 Water Tower Rd.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Food Stamp Program at DHS
The Electronic Benefit Transfer (Bridge Card) can be used to buy food, or seeds and plants to grow food for the home use.  They cannot be used for non-food items, or tobacco or alcohol.  Those who are eligible for cash assistance will also be able toe use the EBT system.
Who can qualify for EBT?  Any “household” meeting the income, asset, or other basic eligibility rules can get benefits.  Contact DHS for more information about requirements, time limits and for an application at (231) 796-4300.

God’s Helping Hands
God’s Helping Hands is a resale store that provides food, clothing and other miscellaneous items to those in need.  Their hours are Tuesdays and Fridays, 10:00am-12:00pm.  They are located at 8944 50th Ave., Remus, MI  49340.

For more information, call (989) 967-8581.

Project Starburst

Project Starburst supplies provisions or cash (small loans or grants) to alleviate emergency needs (food, personal needs, household items, furniture, prescriptions, rent, security deposits and utilities).   The hours are Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm.  Project Starburst is located in the lower level of the United Church.

For more information, contact Project Starburst at (231) 796-5342

120 S. State St.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Reed City Ministerial Association Food Pantry

The food pantry is open Tuesday-Thursday, 1:00pm-4:00pm.  You must have a Michigan ID.  They are located at 10095 Bertrand Blvd., Reed City, MI  49677.

For more information, call (231) 832-3951.

Sears Food Pantry

Emergency food is available Tuesdays, 1:00pm-4:00pm.  They are located just south of the Post Office in Sears on 50th Ave., at the Sears United Methodist Church.
For more information, call (231) 734-2733.

St. Andrews Food Pantry

St. Andrews, with help from other area churches, provides food for those in need.  They prefer an agency referral for the consumer, but walk-ins are also welcome.  Hours are Thursday-Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm.  They are located at 323 S. State St., Big Rapids, MI  49307.

For more information, contact St. Andrews Episcopal Church at (231) 796-5473.

Third Avenue Soup Kitchen

Free hot lunch is served at the Third Avenue Methodist Church every Wednesday between 11:30am-12:30pm.  They are located at 226 N. Third St., Big Rapids, MI  49307.  If you are disabled without transportation please call Wednesday morning to receive a special delivery.  

For more information, call (231) 796-6874.

WIC
A Special Food Program for Women, Infants and Children

WIC offers:

· Food for good health

· Professional diet information

· A good start for your baby

· Help in finding other services

· Breast pumps (if available)

WIC is a free program.  To be eligible, one must be a:
· Pregnant woman, or

· Breast feeding mother, or

· Mother of a baby less than 6 months old, or

· Infant, or

· Child under the age of 5
AND

· Meet income guidelines (if one receives FIP, Food Stamps or Medicaid, one automatically qualifies for WIC)

· Have health or nutritional needs

WIC can provide vouchers for foods such as milk, cheese, fruit juice, cereals, tuna, carrots, peanut butter, dry beans or peas – depending on the status of your family.

WIC is located at your local County Health Department.

Mecosta County – (231) 592-9440

Osceola County – (231) 832-5532

Northwest Osceola Food Pantry

This food pantry is for Tustin area residents.  Hours are Monday-Friday 9:00am-12:00pm.  Located at 18499 20 Mile Rd., Tustin, MI  49688.
For more information, call (231) 768-4837 or (231) 768-4847.

Christ’s Harvest Ministries

Emergency food is available for those in need.  Located at 430 N. Third St., Big Rapids, MI  49307.

For more information, call (231) 796-8228.
Homeless Information

Families in Transition
This page contains resources for families experiencing a housing transition or homelessness and for professionals working with them.  If you come across a helpful resource that you would like us to add here, email me at kschneider@moisd.org.  


Every school district in the state of Michigan has a Homeless Liaison that is available to assist families in housing transitions and homeless children and youth. You can contact any of our local district liaisons at the contact numbers listed below: 

	District
	Name
	Number
	Email

	Big Rapids
	Keith Brothers
	231-796-8323
	kbrother@brps.k12.mi.us

	Cadillac
	Shannon Whitaker
	231-876-5811
	whitakers@cadillac.k12.mi.us 

	
	Leslie Benson
	231-876-5410
	mosesbenson1@yahoo.com

	Chippewa Hills
	Christopher White
	989-967-2200
	cwhite@chsd.us 

	Crossroads Charter Academy
	Ronald Schneider
	231-796-9041
	schneiderr@ccabr.org 

	Evart
	Carol Bogner
	231-734-5595
	bognerc@evart.k12.mi.us

	Lake City
	Holly Helsel 

Norann Chadwick
	231-839-7162
	hhelsel@lakecity.k12.mi.us 
nchadwick@lakecitylk12.mi.us

	Manton
	Wayne Berg
	231-824-6411
	wberg@manton.k12.mi.us

	Marion
	Jessica Guest-Felsk
	231-743-2486
	jguest-felsk@marionpublic.com

	McBain
	Becky Barton
	231-825-8041
	bbarton@mcbain.org

	Mesick
	Linda Salling
	231-885-1211
	sallingl@mesick.org 

	MOISD
	Karen Schneider
	866-592-9605
	kschneider@moisd.org

	Morley-Stanwood
	Linda Myers
	231-823-2069
	lmyers@morleystanwood.org 

	Pine River
	Craig Smith
	231-829-3251
	craig.smith@pineriver.org 

	Reed City
	Kris Griffin
	231-832-5572
	kgriffin@reedcity.k12.mi.us 


Definition of Homeless according to McKinney-Vento Legislation:  
The law says that a child or youth without a fixed, regular and adequate residence is homeless. It does not matter how long the child or youth has been without a home. It also does not matter if the child or youth is living with a apparent or is separated from parents. Under the Act, students are homeless if they are: 
· Living with a friend, relative or someone else because they lost their home or can't afford a home 

·  Staying in a hotel or motel 

· Living in an emergency or transitional shelter or a domestic violence shelter 

· Staying in substandard housing 

· Living in a car, park, public place, abandoned building or bus or train station 

· Awaiting foster care placement 

· Living in a campground or an inadequate trailer home 

· Abandoned in a hospital; or living in a runaway or homeless youth shelter
Health Insurance
Department of Human Services – Medical Assistance

The Medical Assistance program, also known as Medicaid, provides necessary medical care for people receiving FIP or SSI, and for other low-income people who are pregnant, have minor dependent children, are disabled, blind, under age 21, or age 65 or older.  Extensive services are included.  

For more information regarding this service, contact Department of Human Services at (231) 796-4300.

State Medical Program (SMP)

Some low income people who are not eligible for Medicaid or other DHS medical aid can get help with medical expenses from SMP.  Basic services provided include physician services with co-pay, prescribed medications with co-pay, laboratory services, limited outpatient hospital services, medical supplies and ambulance transportation.

For more information regarding this service, contact Department of Human Services at (231) 796-4300.

Home Help Services

Are you having trouble fully taking care of yourself at home?  Are you eligible for Medicaid?  This program may let you hire someone to help you with your essential daily activities.  

For more information regarding this service, contact the Adult Services Unit of DHS at 

(231) 796-4300.

Insurance Assistance Program for People with HIV/AIDS

The Insurance Assistance Program (IAP) for people living with HIV/AIDS is a program operated by DHS.  The program pays health insurance premiums for people who, because of HIV or AIDS related diseases, are unable to continue working.  To qualify, a person must have an income less than 200 percent of federal poverty guidelines.
For more information regarding this service, contact Department of Human Services at (231) 796-4300.

MIChild and Healthy Kids Insurance

MIChild

MIChild is a health insurance program for uninsured children of Michigan’s working families.  MIChild services are provided by many HMO’s and other health care plans throughout Michigan.

MIChild covers the following care:  regular checkups, shots, emergency care, dental care, pharmacy, hospital care, prenatal care and delivery, vision and hearing, mental health and substance abuse services.

If your child qualifies, you pay a monthly premium of only $10.  Even if you have more than one child you pay only $10 a month.  This may sound too good to be true, but it really is only $10 a month per family.  There are no co-pays and no deductibles.

To qualify, children must be citizens of the US (some legal immigrants qualify), live in Michigan, even for a short time, be under 19 years old, have no health insurance, and live in a family with an eligible income.

Contact your County Health Department for more information

Mecosta County – (231) 592-0130

Osceola County – (231) 832-5532

You can also call 1-888-988-6300 for an application.

Healthy Kids

Healthy Kids is a Medicaid program for pregnant women, infants and children to help them stay healthy.  Healthy Kids covers women during pregnancy and the first two months after pregnancy ends.  Babies may be eligible for up to one year after birth.  Children may be covered up to age 19.  

Medicaid covers prenatal care, lab, and x-rays, prenatal vitamins, delivery of your baby, hospital  care, and postpartum care.

There is no monthly premium for Healthy Kids.

Contact your County Health Department for more information

Mecosta County – (231) 592-0130

Osceola County – (231) 832-5532

You can also call 1-888-988-6300 for an application.

Maternity Outpatient Medical Services (MOMS)

The goal of the MOMS program is to provide immediate health coverage for pregnant women.  It provides outpatient prenatal coverage only.  The MOMS program is available to provide immediate prenatal care while a Medicaid application is pending.  Other women who may be eligible for MOMS include:

· Teens who, because of confidentiality concerns, choose not to apply for Medicaid

· Non-citizens who are eligible for emergency services only.

The woman must use Medicaid benefits if and when they become available.  Prenatal health care services will be covered by MOMS and/or Medicaid for the entire pregnancy and for two months after the pregnancy ends.  There is an income limit for persons except pregnant teens.  The local health department can help women apply for the MOMS program.
Contact your County Health Department for more information

Mecosta County – (231) 592-0130

Osceola County – (231) 832-5532

Group 2 Pregnant Women
A woman who has income that exceeds the income limit for Healthy Kids for Pregnant Women, may be eligible for Medicaid under the Group 2 Pregnant Women program.  If income is over the limit, persons may incur medical expenses that equal or exceed the excess income and still qualify for this program.  
For more information, or to apply, contact the Department of Human Services at (231) 796-4300.

Under 21

Medicaid is available to eligible persons under age 21.  There is an income limit.  If income is over the limit, persons may incur medical expenses that equal or exceed the excess income and still qualify for this program.  

For more information, or to apply, contact the Department of Human Services at (231) 796-4300.

Children’s Special Health Care Services (CSHCS)

CSHCS is a program within the Department of Community Health that provides certain approved medical service coverage to some children and adults with special health care needs.  Children must have a qualifying medical condition and be under 21 years of age.  Persons 21 and older with cystic fibrosis or certain blood coagulating disorders may also qualify for services.  

For more information on this program, call the Family Phone Line at 1-800-359-3722.
Heating and Utility Assistance
American Red Cross

Besides the traditional services that the Red Cross performs, they also offer great assistance in other areas as well.  

Heat Bank (After the consumer has been denied by DHS)

· The Red Cross can offer assistance through Mich-Con Gas Company between the dates of January 1 through April 20.

· The Red Cross can provide extra help with oil, propane or wood (Home Heating Help)
For more information, contact the American Red Cross at (231) 796-6562

218 S. Warren Ave.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
SSI and low income households may be eligible for help with home heating costs through the LIHEAP program.  To be eligible, you must have a heat or electric shutoff notice or be out of deliverable fuel (oil, propane, coal, etc.).

For more information, contact the Department of Human Services at (231) 796-4300.

Mid Michigan Community Action Agency (MMCAA)

Free Home Weatherization

Any homeowner or renter whose income is at or below the income guidelines may be helped to lower heat costs.  If you are eligible, a Pre-Inspector for MMCAA will come to your home to determine what needs to be done to make your home more energy efficient.  A Blower Door Test is performed to determine where the air leaks are in your home.  Your home will be checked from top to bottom:  insulation, air leaks near pipes, walls, doors, ceilings, windows and floors.

Contact MMCAA for more information at

Big Rapids  (231) 796-4664

Reed City  (231) 832-3131

Home Heating Help

Programs to Protect Low Income Utility Customers from Winter Shutoff

The Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) requires winter shutoff protection programs for low income and senior citizen customers.  To take advantage of the available programs, call your utility company or electric supplier.  
· Winter Protection Plan – This plan protects seniors and low income customers from service shutoff and high utility payments between December 1 and March 31.  

· Earned Income Credit – Apply for an Earned Income Credit through the U.S. Department of Treasury, Internal Revenue Service.

· Home Heating Credit – Qualified persons may receive $150 or more to help pay winter heating bills.  Apply for a Home Heating Credit if you are low income, receive public assistance, and/or receive unemployment compensation.

For more information, contact the Michigan Public Service Commission, Executive Secretary Division, PO Box 30221, Lansing, MI  48909,  1-800-292-9555 or contact MMCCA at

Big Rapids – (231) 796-4664

Reed City – (231) 832-3131
Project Starburst

Project Starburst supplies provisions or cash (small loans or grants) to alleviate emergency needs (food, personal needs, household items, furniture, prescriptions, rent, security deposits and utilities).   The hours are Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm.  Project Starburst is located in the lower level of the United Church.

For more information, contact Project Starburst at (231) 796-5342

120 S. State St.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

Salvation Army

The following list includes many services that the Salvation Army provides for families:

· Home heating help

· People Care Fund – (Consumer’s Energy), assistance with utility payments

· Emergency food

· Housing assistance – first months rent, past due rent

· Emergency services – nights and weekends

· Holiday package for Thanksgiving and Christmas – applications taken early November

· Budgeting information

· Shelter

· Transportation

· Medical and prescriptions – if all other sources exhausted

For more information, contact the Salvation Army at (231) 796-5597

325 Linden St.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

State of Emergency Relief at DHS (SER)

This program provides limited assistance to individuals and families facing emergencies that threaten their health or safety.  Anyone can apply for SER.

Services are available to:

· Prevent homelessness or provide shelter

· Prevent the loss of a safe, affordable house

· Correct unsafe conditions and restore essential services in a safe, affordable home

· Provide food and replace stoves, refrigerators, furniture and other household items

· Prevent shutoff of water and cooking gas or restore those services when necessary to prevent serious harm to a family

· Pay for burial or cremation, within certain limitations, when the decedent’s estate, together with contributions from family and friends, will not cover the cost

· Provide emergency shelter for homeless people through a contact with the Salvation Army. (call 1-800-274-3583)
For more information, call (231) 796-4300.

Home Heating Hotline

For home heating fuel assistance, please call 1-800-292-5650.

SafeLink
This is a telephone program for no to low income people.  It provides 70 minutes a month of free minutes as well as a free phone.  There is an application process in which guidelines have to be followed.

Please contact 1-800-378-1684 or the website www.safelink.com
Housing
Apartments

Appleridge Apartments



- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

1133 Fuller Ave.



- Rent based on income

Big Rapids, MI  49307 



- Waiting list

(231) 796-2303

Colony Junction Apartments


- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers


310 Macomber




-Waiting list
Lakeview, MI  48850





(989) 352-8505

Country Place Apartments


- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

815 Country Way Dr.



- Rent based on income

Big Rapids, MI  49307



- Waiting list

(231) 796-2215  or  1-800-225-7982

Creek’s Edge Apartments


- No rental assistance offered

20151 Gilbert

Big Rapids, MI  49307

(231) 796-5680

Crossroads Apartments



- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

848 S. Chestnut, Office C3


- Waiting list

Reed City, MI  49677

(231) 832-7025

Evart Apartments



- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

711 W. Jefferson



- Rent based on income

Evart, MI  49631



- Waiting list

(231) 734-3077

Evart Housing Commission


- Rental Assistance programs

601 W. 1st St.




- Must have driver’s license and birth certificate

Evart, MI  49631



- Credit and criminal history check, references
(231) 734-3301




- Waiting list
Springview Manor



- Barrier free apartments for the physically 

765 W. Jefferson



   challenged

PO Box 1083




- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

Evart, MI  49631



- Waiting list

(231) 734-9978

Harry’s Rentals

18772 16 Mile Rd.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

(231) 796-2500

Hillcrest Apartments



- No rental assistance offered

1101 Fuller

Big Rapids, MI  49307

(231) 796-3519

Meadowpark Apartments


- Barrier-free apartments for the physically 

1835 Milton Ave.



   challenged

Big Rapids, MI  49307



- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

(231) 796-2303




- Waiting list

Meadowview Village



- Rental assistance programs  

Reed City Housing Commission


- Rent based on income

802 S. Mill St.




- Credit and criminal history check

Reed City, MI  49677



- Must have references

(231) 832-2762




- Waiting list

Parklane Apartments



- No rental assistance offered

521 Fuller Ave. #202C

Big Rapids, MI  49307

(231) 796-0217

Ryan Creek Apartments



- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

18914 16 Mile Rd.



- Waiting list

Big Rapids, MI  49307

(231) 796-7650

Stoney Creek Apartments


- Rent based on income

104 Stoney Creek Dr.



- Waiting list

Reed City, MI  49677 

(231) 832-2443

Townline Manor/James Manor Apartments
- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

424 W. Franklin Ave.



- Waiting list

Reed City, MI  49677

(231) 832-9401

Village Green Apartments


- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers
1304 Catherine St.



- Rent based on income
Big Rapids, MI  49307



- Waiting list
(231) 796-4590

Wheatland Center Apartments


- Rent based on income

8890 35th Ave.




- Senior and handicap units are available

Remus, MI  49340



- Waiting list

(989) 967-8121

White Pine Manor



- Rent based on income

300 Perry St.




- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

Barryton, MI  49305



- Waiting list

(989) 382-7647

Roseville Apartments



- Rent based on income




7877 Hammond Ln.



- Accepts Housing Choice Vouchers

Mecosta, MI  49332



- Waiting list

1-800-968-1792

Chapman Housing

321 N. Michigan Ave.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

(231) 527-5000

Big Rapids Housing Commission

Evergreen Apartments



Parkview Apartments



1805 Milton Ave.



9 Parkview Village



Big Rapids, MI  49307



Big Rapids, MI  49307



(231) 796-8689




(231) 796-8689




Rent is based on income.  There is a waiting list.  For more information, please contact the Big Rapids Housing Commission at (231) 796-8689

Big Rapids NPHC

Water Tower Place Apartments

715 Water Tower Rd.

Big Rapids, MI  49307

(231) 796-4663

This is a barrier free apartment complex.  Rent is based on income.  For more information, please call the NPHC at (231) 796-4663.

Habitat for Humanity

Habitat for Humanity is a Christian Housing Ministry that partners with low income families of Mecosta and Osceola County to build simple, decent, affordable homes, and to provide families the opportunity to improve their self-esteem and development into active citizens of the community.
Requirements for the interested family:

· Need for adequate shelter

· Ability and willingness to pay

· Willingness to participate in the Habitat partnership (sweat equity required)

For more information, contact Habitat for Humanity

Mecosta County – (231) 972-2100

Osceola County – (231) 832-8453
Molly Bopp – Section 8 Rental Assistance Program (MSHDA)

Housing Choice Vouchers
Section 8 represents the Michigan State Housing Development Authority for Mecosta and Osceola Counties.  Section 8 housing falls under this category.  Section 8 is a program designed to assist people in paying their rent.  The amount of assistance depends on family size and income.  After the application is filled out and the family is eligible for services, clients will be put on a waiting list.  The consumer must find his or her own rental unit.
Anyone can qualify.  There are no credit checks or background checks.  However, there is no assistance for back rent owed elsewhere.

For more information, contact Molly Bopp at (231) 796-8883,  PO Box 234, Paris, MI  49338, or contact the Michigan State Housing Development Authority at 1-800-327-9158.
Transition in Place Leasing Assistance Program (TIPLAP)

The purpose of TIPLAP is to help individuals and families that are homeless, or have a history of homelessness, make the transition to permanent housing.  Participants may receive leasing assistance from 3 months up to 24 months.  Leasing assistance is paid directly to the landlord.  Supportive services such as cash management, life skills, job training, transportation, etc. can be provided.

The following are the eligibility criteria:

· A court ordered eviction notice in which the premises must be vacated in seven days or less or
· Temporarily living in an emergency or domestic violence shelter or
· Temporarily living in a motel funded by a human service agency or church or

· Living in a place unfit for human habitation, such as cars, abandoned buildings, etc. or

· Living on the street or

· Living in transitional housing program not funded by HUD 

· All participants must be active in homeless programs or services provided by a local human service agency for a minimum of seven days

To make a referral or for more information, please contact W.I.S.E. at 

PO Box 1249

Big Rapids, MI  49307

(231) 796-6692

Homeless Assistance Recovery Program (HARP)

HARP is a program to help house the homeless.  A lead agency in the area makes homeless referrals to the MSHDA Housing Agent (Molly Bopp).  The homeless family/individual is provided with a MSHDA housing choice voucher and is assisted with paying the rent.

Please contact the lead agency for more information at:
Salvation Army

Melinda Cross
(231) 796-5597
Legal Services
Better Business Bureau of Western Michigan 
Maintains reliability reports on millions of businesses. You can request a report on a company or you can file a complaint about a business by contacting BBB of Western Michigan at:
40 Pearl St., NW, Suite 354

Grand Rapids, MI  49503

(616) 774-8236

www.grandrapids.bbb.org
Western Michigan Legal Services
Providing Free Legal Services in Non-Criminal Cases to Low Income and Elderly Residents of Michigan 
Who is eligible for Legal Aid?
Clients must qualify for services under financial guidelines.  These guidelines are based on family size and level of income.  Most families who receive government benefits or work lower wage jobs are eligible for services.  Eligibility for seniors is not limited based on income or assets.

What kind of cases does Legal Aid handle?

· Government Programs – This includes problems with Welfare, Food Stamps, Medicaid, Medicare, Social Security Disability, SSI, Unemployment Compensation and Veteran’s Benefits

· Consumer Problems – This includes a wide variety of cases dealing with the purchase of goods, loans, insurance, bill collection, repossession, garnishment, etc.

· Landlord Tenant/Housing – Landlord/Tenant problems occur when the landlord tries to evict his/her tenants, tries to raise the rent, shuts off the utilities, refuses to give back a security deposit or fails to make the necessary repairs to the house or apartment.  Legal Aid can also help homeowners with land contracts, faulty home improvements, financing scams and title problems

· Family Law – This are includes divorce, domestic violence, child custody and child support.

· Other – This office also handles a limited number of other types of cases including guardianship, bankruptcies, land contract problems, and driver’s license restoration.

For more information, contact Western Michigan Legal Services at (231) 796-4878 or 1-800-968-4876.  The office is located at 203 S. Third St., Big Rapids, MI  49307.  Please call for an appointment.  Attorneys will handle some emergency cases right away.

Lakeshore Legal Aid’s Counsel Advocacy Law Line (C.A.L.L.)

C.A.L.L. is as non-profit legal aid program that provides free legal advice and brief service assistance to low income and elderly people.  
The types of legal aid provided are as follows:

· Family matters – domestic violence survivor assistance, divorce, custody/parenting time/support, guardianship/conservatorship, adoption, education

· Consumer matters – bankruptcy, debt collection, small claims, contracts, debt counseling, unfair sales practices, credit reporting/repair, garnishment/repossession, warranties

· Income matters – employment and unemployment, public benefits, disability and age-related benefits

· Housing matters – eviction defense, tenants’ rights, habitability/home repair, access to adequate housing, land contract forfeiture, utility shut offs, mortgage and tax foreclosures

· Miscellaneous matters – wills, durable powers of attorney for health and finance

C.A.L.L. cannot help with criminal or traffic related issues.

For more information, please call 1-888-783-8190.

Libraries
Big Rapids Community Library



Barryton Public Library

426 S. Michigan Ave.




198 Northern Ave.

Big Rapids, MI  49307




Barryton, MI  49305

(231) 796-5234





(989) 382-5288

Evart Public Library




Walton Erickson Public Library
104 N. Main St.





4808 Northland Dr.

Evart, MI  49631




Morley, MI  49336

(231) 734-5542





(231) 856-4298

Morton Township Library



Reed City Public Library

110 S. James St.




410 W. Upton Ave.

Mecosta, MI  49332




Reed City, MI  49677

(231) 972-8315





(231) 832-2131

Wheatland Township Library



Leroy Community Library
207 Michigan Ave.




104 W. Gilbert
Remus, MI  49340




Leroy, MI  49655
(989) 967-8271





(231) 768-4493
Medical Care

Health Care Providers

Ob-Gyn:

Big Rapids Obstetrics and Gynecology
(Big Rapids)

(231) 796-8665

Mecosta Health Services   (Big Rapids)



(231) 796-3200

Mecosta Health Services (Canadian Lakes)


(231) 972-6000

Mackinaw Trail Ob/Gyn    (Reed City)



(231) 832-7108

Healthy Beginnings    (Baldwin)




1-800-968-7734

Mid-Wife:

Faithful Guardian Midwifery Services  (Marion)


(231) 743-2483

Home Birthworks  (Newaygo)




(231) 652-3247

Women’s Health Clinic  (Reed City)



(231) 832-4858

Hospitals:

Mecosta County Medical Center   (Big Rapids)


(231) 796-8691

Kelsey Medical Center  (Lakeview)



(989) 352-7211

Central Michigan Community Hospital  (Mt. Pleasant)

(989) 772-6700

Spectrum Health  (Reed City)




(231) 832-3271

Mercy Hospital  (Cadillac)




(231) 876-7200

Gerber Hospital  (Fremont)




(231) 924-3300

Butterworth-Spectrum Downtown  (Grand Rapids)

(616) 391-1774

Blodgett-Spectrum East   (Grand Rapids)


(616) 774-7444

St. Mary’s  (Grand Rapids)




(616) 252-7900

Metropolitan Hospital   (Grand Rapids)



(616) 247-7200

Mary Free Bed Hospital  (Grand Rapids)


(616) 528-8989

Spectrum United  (Greenville)




(616) 754-4691

Hospitality Houses:

Ronald McDonald House



Renucci Hospitality House
1323 Cedar St.  NE




290 Ransom St.  NE

Grand Rapids, MI  49503



Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

(616) 776-1300





(616) 391-1790

Family Practice:

Mecosta Health Services   (Big Rapids)


(231) 796-3200

Mecosta Health Services   (Canadian Lakes)

(231) 972-6000

East Side Family Medical   (Stanwood)


(231) 972-2710

Medics PC  (Remus)




(989) 967-3300

Medics PC  (Paris)




(231) 796-2766

Kelsey Care Center  (Lakeview)



(989) 352-6474

Pine Medical Group  (Newaygo)


(231) 652-1631

Spectrum Health  (Reed City)



(231) 832-3271

Family Health Care (White Cloud)


(231) 689-6677

Family Health Care  (Baldwin)



(231) 745-4624

Physician Health Services  (Big Rapids)


(231) 796-2801

Physician Health Services  (Reed City)


(231) 832-3930

Managed Care Providers:

Priority Health





1-888-975-8102

Molina Health Plan




1-888-898-7969

Community Choice of Michigan



1-800-390-7102

Michigan Enrolls




1-888-367-6557

Cherry Street Health Clinic

Cherry Street Health Clinic is located in Grand Rapids.  It offers medical care to individuals in need.  Due to their client load, they are not always accepting new patients.  Please call to determine if they have any openings.  
The Clinic accepts Medicaid and uses a sliding fee scale to ensure affordable medical care.  Their offices provide a variety of hours and are conveniently located. Each site has a specific listing of services and specialties offered. Care for well visits, sick visits as well as ongoing medical care is available by appointment. Services such as for laboratory, radiology services for general x-ray, mammography and ultrasound are available. Our group of highly trained and qualified providers can care for the needs of all patients from newborn to the elderly. Services include prenatal care, diagnosis, treatment and referrals. Please call the main number to determine which center is right for you.

The Medical department staff includes Family Practice Physicians, Pediatricians, Internal Medicine Physicians, Nurse Practitioners, Physician Assistants, and Nurse Midwives. The medical team approaches medical problems in a holistic manner, helping with the physical, emotional and social issues that can impact wellness. A qualified staff of Registered Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses and Medical Assistants provide assistance to the patients and their needs. A twenty-four hour nurse triage system provides round the clock contact with patients who need our help no matter what time of day.
500 Cherry St.  SE

Grand Rapids, MI  49503

(616) 776-2121

www.cherryhealth.org
Family Health Care Center

www.familyhealthcare.org
The Family Health Care Center has a variety of medical care services to best serve you.  These include:

· Family Practice – full care for the family  

· Obstetrics/Gynecology

· Healthy Beginnings – Complete care for expectant mother before, during and after pregnancy.  

· Internal Medicine – cares for adult patients with a broad range of medical conditions 

· Pediatrics 

· School Health Nurse

· Teen Health – Programs include health promotion and prevention, acute care and health education

· Women’s Health – Full care for women including yearly exams, health screenings, exercise and nutrition information, hormone replacement, bone density referrals, prenatal care, pregnancy testing, STD testing and family planning.

They accept most insurance plans and offer a variety of payment options.  There is a sliding fee scale that bases any fees on income.  

There are three offices located in the area for your convenience:
Baldwin Office


Grant Office


White Cloud Office

1615 Michigan Ave.

11 North Maple


1035 E. Wilcox

Baldwin, MI  49304

Grant, MI  49327

White Cloud, MI  49349

(231) 745-2743


(231) 834-0444


(231) 689-6646

HIV Testing and Counseling

The Health Department in both Mecosta and Osceola Counties, offers anonymous and confidential HIV counseling and testing.  To schedule an appointment, contact your local health department at:

Mecosta County – (231) 592-0130

Osceola County – (231) 832-5532

Infant See

Free Vision Testing for Infants
Infant See is a program designed to provide eye and vision assessments to children during their first year of life.  The purpose of Infant See is to improve the visual health and well being of America’s children by providing eye and vision care to all children during their first year of life.  This program provides for the early diagnosis of vision impairments that act as barriers to normal child development.  Infant See doctors are volunteers and their professional services are provided without charge.  

For more information, contact the Michigan College of Optometry, Pediatric Clinic at Ferris State University, (231) 591-2222.

Vision and Hearing – Free Screening

Hearing

Detection of hearing problems is very important to a child’s development of speech and progress in school.  The following are some facts about hearing screening services:

· Each child in kindergarten, 2nd, 4th, and 6th grades receives an “initial” screening

· Those children who need additional testing will receive follow-up screening and a comprehensive hearing threshold test.

· Parents of each child needing medical attention will be contacted urging them to follow up with the doctor for the child’s benefit

· Each child has the opportunity to be seen by a medical ear specialist and an audiologist at no cost to the family.

· Each child found to have ear pathology or hearing problems will receive further referral and follow-up by the hearing technician until the problem is resolved.

Vision

The goal of Michigan’s vision screening program is to detect children with vision problems and assure referral to eye care professionals.

· Impaired vision is one of the most common health problems affecting children.  It is estimated that 20-25% of children in Michigan have a visual defect

· Michigan law requires that vision screening be conducted on children 3 to 5 years of age and prior to entering Kindergarten, as well as children in grades 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th, and 11th.

Your local health department conducts free hearing and vision screenings in all schools (public and private).  For those who home school, office testing is available by appointment.  For more information, contact your local health department:

Big Rapids – (231) 592-0130

Reed City – (231) 832-5532
Hope House Free Medical Clinic

The Hope House offers free limited medical care to uninsured adults in Mecosta County and the surrounding area.  They provide:

· General and basic medical evaluation and management of health conditions

· Screening for selected health conditions

· Limited referral for specialty care

· Certain prescriptions, medication samples, vouchers, and help accessing pharmaceutical assistance programs

· Limited assistance obtaining recommended diagnostic tests

· Basic needs assessment and referrals to community resources

· Pastoral and spiritual counseling and education for interested persons.

Hope House operates out of the Trinity Fellowship Church on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month from 10:00am-1:00pm.

For more information, contact the Hope House at (231) 796-0807.  They are located at 15085 220th Ave., Big Rapids, MI  49307. 
Michigan Retailer’s Association Prescription Program

The Michigan Retailers Association if offering a new program that would help people save money on prescription drugs.  The Free Rx Card is available and free to everyone – there is no age, income or other eligibility requirements.  Cardholders will be able to receive discounts averaging 35 percent off the cost of a prescription, with savings of up to 75 percent off generic prescriptions.

More than 2,000 pharmacies in Michigan are participating in the program.  

Anyone can obtain a card by visiting the Michigan Retailers Association website at www.retailers.com and downloading a card.  
Pre-Schools

MOISD AREA PRESCHOOLS 

BIG RAPIDS

Big Rapids Focus on Fours Preschool 

Eastwood Early Childhood Center

410 North Third Street 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-592-0638 or 1-800-898-6650 

Free, limited transportation, must meet eligibility criteria. 

Big Rapids ECDD Early Childhood Developmentally Delayed Preschool 

Eastwood Early Childhood Center

410 North Third Street 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-796-5556 

Free, transportation available, must be special ed eligible. 

Crossroads Charter Academy Kindergarten 

215 North State Street 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-796-6589

DeVries Daycare/Preschool 

14883 Old Mill Pond Road 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-796-2379

Fee based, parent transportation, mostly full time care. 

Early Childhood Special Education Preschool 

MOISD Ed Center

15700 – 190th Avenue 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-796-2624

Free, transportation available, must be special ed eligible. 

Eastwood Early Childhood Center Kindergarten

410 North Third Street 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-796-5556

Mecosta-Osceola Career Center Child Care Preschool 

15830 – 190th Avenue 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-796-5805

Fee based, parent transportation, runs October through May. 

Mid Michigan Community Action Agency Preschool 

405 South Third Street 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-592-0490

NEMCSA Head Start Preschools

Three programs 

1-800-898-6650 

Free transportation may be available, must meet eligibility requirements.  
St. Mary’s Catholic School Preschool and Kindergarten

927 Marion Avenue 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-796-6731

Fee based, limited transportation, full time care available. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School Preschool and Kindergarten 
408 West Bellevue Street 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-796-8782

Fee based, parent transportation. 

Stepping Stones Daycare/Preschool and Kindergarten 

525 North Fourth Avenue 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-527-2273

Fee based, parent transportation, full time care available. 

Tots Place Daycare/Preschool 

1349 Cramer Circle

Bishop Hall 

Ferris State University 

Big Rapids, MI 49307 

231-591-2390

Fee based, parent transportation, full time care available. 

MOISD AREA PRESCHOOLS 

MORLEY STANWOOD 

Just Fours Preschool Program

119 North Cass Street 

Morley, MI 49336 

866-592-9605

         or 

156 Front Street 

Stanwood, MI 49346 

866-592-9605

Free, must meet eligibility requirements, transportation provided.  

Morley Elementary Kindergarten

151 East Seventh Street 

Morley, MI 49336

231-856-7684

Northland Cooperative Preschool 

6842 Northland Drive 

Stanwood, MI 49346 

231-823-2300

Stanwood Elementary Kindergarten 

156 North Front Street 

Stanwood, MI 49346 

231-823-2211

Stanwood EECDD Early Childhood Developmentally Delayed  

Preschool

156 North Front Street 

Stanwood, MO 49346

231-823-2211

Free, transportation available, must be special ed eligible. 
MOISD AREA PRESCHOOLS 

EVART
Daystar Christian Academy Kindergarten 

3975 – 80th Street 

Evart, MI 49631 

231-734-3771

Evart Early Childhood Special Education Preschool 

515 North Cedar Street 

Evart, MI 49631 

231-734-5595

Evart Elementary Kindergarten 

515 North Cedar Street 

Evart, MI 49631 

231-734-5595

Evart Preschool Program 

515 North Cedar Street 

Evart, MI 49631 

231-734-5595

Mid Michigan Community Action Preschool 

104 North Main Street 

Evart, MI 49431

231-734-5944

EMCSA Head Start 

11062 US10 

Evart, MI 49631 

231-734-0340

MOISD AREA PRESCHOOLS

CHIPPEWA HILLS
Barryton Elementary Kindergarten and Preschool 

19701 – 30th Avenue 

Barryton, MI 49305 

989-382-7103

Free, transportation available, must meet income and eligibility requirements. 

Chippewa Hills Early Childhood Special Education Preschool 

3311 North School Road 

Weidman, MI 48893

989-644-3430

Free, transportation available, must be special ed eligible. 

Community Christian School Kindergarten  

4395 – 20 Mile Road

Barryton, MI 49305 

989-382-7896

Head Start-Eight Cap Preschool 

3011 North School Road 

Weidman, MI 48893

989-644-2543

Free, parent transportation, must meet income requirements, 

full time care daycare available for a fee. 

Mecosta Elementary Kindergarten and Preschool

555 West Main Street 

Mecosta, MI 49332 

231-972-7477
Free, transportation available, must meet eligibility requirements. 

NEMCSA Head Start Preschools 

17707 – 30th Avenue 

Barryton, MI 49305 

           or

448 Sheridan 

Remus, MI 49340 

989-644-8007

Free, transportation may be available, must meet eligibility requirements. 

Remus Elementary and Preschool 

350 East Wheatland Avenue 

Remus, MI 49340 

989-967-8230

St. Michael’s Catholic School Preschool and Kindergarten 

8944 – 50th Avenue 

Remus, MI 49340 

989-967-3681

Fee based, limited transportation, must be four years old for preschool. 

Weidman Elementary Michigan School Readiness Program Preschool 

3311 North School Road 

Weidman, MI 48893 

989-644-3430

Free, transportation available, must meet eligibility requirements. 
MOISD AREA PRESCHOOLS 

Reed City

Heritage Christian Academy Kindergarten 
4151 Wild Turkey Trail

Reed City, MI 49677

231-832-2083

Trinity Lutheran School Preschool and Kindergarten

139 West Church Street 

Reed City, MI 49677 

231-832-5186

Fee based, parent transportation. 

NEMCSA Head Start Preschool 

503 South Chestnut 

Reed City, MI 49677 

231-768-5555

Free, transportation may be available, must meet eligibility requirements. 

Reed City Fun Fours Preschool

238 W. Lincoln 

Reed City, MI 49677

231-832-7395

Free, transportation available, must meet eligibility requirements. 

Reed City Norman Elementary Kindergarten 

338 West Lincoln Street 

Reed City, MI 49677 

231-832-5548

Reed City Community Preschool 

829 South Chestnut 

Reed City, MI 49677

231-832-5517

Fee based, parent transportation. 
Programs Concerning Pregnancy/Childbirth/Growth and Development
Early Head Start

A Program Serving Infants, Toddlers, and Pregnant Women

Early Head Start programs provide early, continuous, intensive and comprehensive child development and family support services to low income families with children under the age of three.
Who is eligible?

· Pregnant women

· Families with infants and toddlers under the age of three years

· Families that meet income guidelines

· Live in Mecosta County or Osceola County
· Families with a child with special needs under the age of three

· Families with the greatest need

Services provided:


Home visits



Centered-based parent and child activities


Development of goals


Parenting classes


Support groups



Access to community resources


Childcare



Transportation


Respite care



Service coordination with Early On families

For more information, contact Mid Michigan Community Action Agency at:

Big Rapids  - (231) 796-4664
Reed City – (231) 832-3131

Early Success Right From the Start

Early Success is open to all families and caregivers of children from birth through age 5.  This program is FREE and open to EVERYONE regardless of income.

The program includes:


Home visits




Family fun nights


Support groups




Age appropriate play groups


Developmental and health screenings

Resource and referral network


Workshops




Dad & Me breakfast

Parents are a child’s best teacher!

This program aims to:

· Enhance the healthy growth and development of children ages 0-5

· Empower parents as partners in the education process

· Provide family support and access to community resources

For enrollment and information,  call (231) 592-9605 or toll free (866) 592-9605.  Areas served include all of the Mecosta-Osceola Intermediate School District.

Help Pregnancies Service

What we can do for you:

· Give you a free pregnancy test

· Counsel you according to the results

· Counsel as needed with parents, boyfriend, or husband

· Help you make healthy decisions about your relationships

We can provide information in the following areas:

· Medical care

· Financial help

· Agencies or persons offering live-in accommodations

· Development of your pre-born child

· Adoption

· Sexually transmitted diseases

· Complications of abortion

For more information, contact one of the volunteer staff at Help Pregnancies, Inc. at 

(231) 796-4919

218 S. Warren (Red Cross Building), Big Rapids, MI  49307

Immunizations

The best protection against disease starts early. Diseases can infect your child even before he or she goes to school.  The good thing is that these diseases can easily be prevented.  If your child has not received his or her shots, it is not too late to start.   

Contact your local health department for more information or to set up an appointment for your child’s immunizations.  

Mecosta County – (231) 592-0130

Osceola County – (231) 832-5532

Maternal and Infant Support Services

· Maternal Support Services:  This is a program available for eligible women from the start of pregnancy through 2 months after delivery

· Infant Support Services:  This is a program available for eligible infants from birth through one year old

Those parents enrolled in the program will be seen on a monthly basis by one of our caring staff members.  Both programs have a social worker, a nurse and a dietician to assist you in the health and well being of your child.

If you are pregnant, the services will focus on the following areas:


Prenatal care




Baby-feeding methods


Nutrition




Smoking cessation


Information regarding labor and delivery

If you have already had your baby, the services will focus on the following areas:


Growth and development


Feeding information


Baby care




Medical care and immunizations


Safety





Other parenting issues

Both programs may be able to assist you with daily living skills, transportation, housing and emotional support.

For more information, contact your local health department

Mecosta County – (231) 592-0130

Osceola County – (231) 832-5532
Programs for Children with Special Needs
Children’s Special Health Care Services

CSHCS is a program that takes care of children and some adults with special health care needs.  Services provided:

· Coverage and referral for specialty services

· Family-centered services to support the primary caretaker of the child

· Community based services to assist in the caring of the child at home and maintain normal routines

· Culturally competent services that demonstrate an awareness of cultural differences

· Coordinated services to pull together the services of many providers who work within different agencies.

Children must have a qualifying medical condition and be 20 years old or under.  Persons 21 and over with cystic fibrosis or certain blood clotting disorder may also qualify.

CSHCS covers more than 2,500 medical concerns including the following conditions:

Cancer





Liver disease

Hypospadius




Club foot

Deformed limbs, amputations


Myelodysplasia, spinal bifida

Certain vision disorders



Paralysis, spinal injuries

Cystic fibrosis, other chronic lung conditions
Hemophilia, blood-clotting disorders

Hearing loss




Cleft palate, cleft lip

Cerebral palsy




Insulin-dependent diabetes

Muscular dystrophy



Certain heart conditions

Epilepsy, hydrocephalus


Neurological disorders

Kidney disease




Sickle cell anemia

CSHCS can help with:

· Paying specialty medical bills

· Coordinating services from multiple providers

· Learning about specialty providers like doctors, hospitals and clinics

· Coordinating health insurance benefits

· Covering co-pays or deductibles

For more information contact your local health department

Mecosta County – (231) 592-0130

Osceola County – (231) 832-5532

CSHCS Family Phone Line – 1-800-359-3722

Or write to:  Medical Services Administration

                     CSHCS Plan Division


        PO Box 30479

                     Lansing, MI  48909-7979

Early On

Most parents wonder at times if their child is growing and developing like other children the same age.  Each child develops differently.  If you think your child may have a health condition that is lasting too long, or if you think your child’s growth and learning is slower than other children, it may be best to check with professionals.  Early On is there to help.

Early On is for infants and toddlers under the age of three and their families.  It is available regardless of income. 

Your child may be eligible for a free evaluation.  Services such as speech pathology, audio-ology, occupational therapy, psychological services, etc. are available if your child has a disability or is developing slowly.  A service coordinator can help find and organize the various services.

For more information contact:

Mecosta County- Andi Strickler – (231) 796-2624

Osceola County – Karen Schneider – (231) 592-7965

Newaygo County – Shirley Rose – (231) 652-3843

Mecosta-Osceola Intermediate School District

Pre-Primary Impaired Program (PPI)
The PPI program serves eligible children from age three to six.  It seeks to strengthen all aspects of the child’s development with particular emphasis on the deficit areas identified in an evaluation performed on the child.  Children are offered a stimulating, consistent environment to allow for structure, familiarity, repetition, reinforcement and carryover.

Pre-Primary Non-Classroom Services and Home Based Services (PNS)

The PNS program serves eligible children from birth to age three.  Its goal is to strengthen all aspects of a child’s development with particular emphasis on the deficit areas identified in an evaluation performed on the child.  Depending on the child’s needs,  services are provided in the child’s home or in a playgroup setting.  Parents are encouraged to participate.  

For more information on these programs, please contact the MOISD Education Center at (231) 796-2624.

Substance Abuse Counseling
Ten Sixteen Recovery Network

Ten Sixteen Recovery Network is a non-profit treatment facility dedicated to quality substance abuse treatment.   They provide treatment through a Modified Therapeutic Community, which provides a structured environment in daily living which promotes normalization and emotional security for patients.  Patients attend two, one and one half hour educational group sessions per day.  Patients also attend AA or NA meetings daily.  Sessions with a primary counselor helps to support the patient as they begin the process to recovery.

We serve both adult men and women 18 or older.  We accept many insurances including Medicaid.  We also have a sliding fee scale that bases cost on income.  
Outpatient Services include:

· Intensive outpatient counseling

· Intermediate recovery skills

· Addiction treatment groups

· Anger management

· F.O.R.C.E. (for first time offenders)

· Family Education

· Driver License Evaluations

· Drug Testing

· Court Evaluations

· Employee Assistance Services

For more information contact Ten Sixteen Recovery Network at:

Outpatient – (800) 333-2791

Residential services – (800) 835-5611

www.1016.org
Or the Big Rapids office at (231) 527-2000 located at 21061 19 Mile Rd., Big Rapids, MI  49307

Support for Families with Older Children

Big Brothers/Big Sisters

The Big Brothers/Big Sisters program offers caring and capable adults in the community the opportunity to be role models helping children reach their full potential as individuals.  
Services offered:

· Mentoring relationship – one to one match up (boys and girls, ages 6-17)

· Group Activities throughout the year

· Horseback riding

· Hockey games

· Skating

· Camping

· Outdoor adventure learning for older boys

· Learn first aid

· Participate in canoeing

· Experience winter camping

· Enjoy various activities

Focus of the program:  

The staff assists the teens to set goals, strives to promote the self-esteem of each youth, and helps kids work on other issues such as anger management and social skills

*The staff is carefully screened and references are checked

Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5:00pm.  For more information contact Big Brothers/Big Sisters at (231) 796-1566.  The office is located at 126-B Maple St., Big Rapids, MI  49307.

Boy Scouts of America

There are several troops in the Mecosta and Osceola County area.  Please call the Scoutmaster for more information:

Barryton – Scoutmaster Carl King – (989) 382-9421

Big Rapids – Scoutmaster Steve Bohren – (231) 527-1053

Big Rapids – Scoutmaster Lee Lewis – (231) 796-0708

Reed City – Scoutmaster Jeff Venema – (231) 832-3870  (1st grade-5th grade)

Reed City – Scoutmaster Mary Davis – (231) 832-2375 (6th grade-18 years old)

Girl Scouts of America

There are several troops located in the Mecosta and Osceola County area.  Please contact Liz Spedoske for more information at (231) 796-4532 or (800) 798-6336.  The Girl Scouts office is located at 210 Maple St., Big Rapids, MI  49307.

Delinquency Services – Juvenile Justice

The mission of Delinquency Services is to strengthen community safety by providing a range of services to juveniles and their families and balances the needs of the community, the juvenile offender and the victim.

The Bureau of Juvenile Justice provides a range of prevention, rehabilitation and correctional services to juvenile offenders, including:

· Classification and assignment services to public and privately operated residential programs

· Secure, short-term residential assessment and detention centers

· Campus-based, self contained medium and high security residential programs

· Residential reintegration programs to support a juvenile’s transition back to the community.

For more information regarding these services, contact DHS at (231) 796-4300.

Youth Attention Center

The Youth Attention Center has two programs.  The Youth Attention Program is court mandated for youth (boys or girls, ages 10-17) having been involved with the legal system.  Reflections is a program for any youth having problems at home, those on the run or thinking of running away, those who are lonely, confused, scared, or just need someone to talk to.  

The programs offer intensive outreach counseling, temporary shelter and after-care services.  The summer enrichment program running from June-August involves amusing activities for a group of 25 teens.  Staff chaperones provide guidance and mentoring in a fun environment. 

The goals of the Youth Attention Center are to reunite the youth and family; provide short-term counseling, provide information useful to a family’s situation and to prevent any legal involvement (if already involved with the court system, prevent any additional legal involvement). 

All services of the Youth Attention Center programs are confidential, free and available on a 24 hour, 7 days a week basis to all teens 17 years of age and younger and their families living in Mecosta and Osceola Counties.  

Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5:00pm.

For more information, contact the Youth Attention Center at (231) 592-0129 or the RAP line at (800) 292-4517.  Office is located at 400 Elm St., Rm. 134, Big Rapids, MI  49307.

Support Groups
***Please check the Pioneer weekend edition in the Community Events section for more information on support groups in the area.
Alcoholics Anonymous
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church – 1 Damascus Rd., Big Rapids, MI  49307:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 8:00pm  (closed meetings)

Saturday – 8:00pm (open meeting)

Thursday – 12:00 noon

Old Jail – 220 S. Stewart Ave., Big Rapids, MI  49307

Sunday – 7:00pm

United Methodist Church – 226 N. Third St., Big Rapids, MI  49307

Monday – 1:00pm

For more information on Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in the area, please call Woody at (231) 796-8371.

MCMC Groups

Breastfeeding Support Group:

4th Tuesday of every month – 6:00pm-7:00pm

Nursing babies welcome

Please call Renee Marlatt at  (231) 734-3164 for more information.

Diabetic Support Group:

1st Thursday of every month – 3:00pm

Please call Charlotte Thomspon at (231) 592-4483 for more information.

We Care, Breast Cancer Support Group:

2nd Monday of every month – 5:00pm

Please call Mary Griffin at (231) 796-5751 or Jane Torry at (231) 796-5413 for more information.

Other Support Groups Available in our Community

ABVI (Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired Support Group)

4th Wednesday of every month – 1:00pm

Mecosta County Senior Center – 12954 80th Ave., Mecosta, MI  49332
For more information, please call John McElheron at (616) 458-1187 or (800) 466-8088
Autism Group Education Support
2nd  Sunday of every month – 2:00pm-4:00pm

Mecosta County Medical Center – 3rd Floor Conference Room
For more information, please call (231) 823-2106

BR Circle of Friends Surgical Weight Loss Support Group

3rd Tuesday of every month – 6:30pm

Mecosta County Medical Center

For more information, please call Ann at (888) 966-6243

CHADD (Children & Adults with Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder)

3rd Sunday of every month – 2:00pm

For more information, please call Becky at (231) 796-4874

**Please note that other groups meeting with CHADD are:  Parents of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, Hope & Education for Loving Families and Children’s Support Group
Grief Share Support Group

4th Wednesday of every month – 5:30pm-7:00pm

Hospice of Michigan

For more information, call Diane Snyder at (231) 796-7371

Lakeview Grief Group

3rd Wednesday of every month – 12:30pm-2:00pm

Lakeview Community Center

For more information, call Diane Snyder at (231) 796-7371

Living on (Grief Support Group)

2nd Wednesday of every month – 12:30pm-2:00pm
Vera’s house   18 Justice St., Newaygo,
For more information, call Diane Snyder at (231) 796-7371

Living with Grief

An education series available in Big Rapids 

4th Wednesday of every month  - 5:30pm-7:00pm

Hospice of Michigan

For more information, call Diane Snyder – (231) 796-7371

MOPS (Mother of Pre-Schoolers)

2nd and 4th Thursday, September – May, 9:00am-11:00am or 7:00pm-9:00pm

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

For more information, please call (231) 796-6684

Overeaters Anonymous

Every Thursday – 6:15pm

Mid Michigan Medical Center

For more information, please call Peggy at (231) 972-0239

Parents of Twins

3rd Tuesday of every month – 6:30pm

Mid Michigan Medical Center

For more information, please call Ginger at (231) 592-5779

Schizophrenics Anonymous

Every Monday – 10:30am-12:00 noon

Community Mental Health for Central Michigan, 500 S. Third Ave., Big Rapids, MI  49307

In conference room on the left when entering the lobby.  

No need to check in with receptionist.

For more information, please call (231) 592-4654.

Transportation

All City Cabs

All City Cabs will take you where you want to go.  Call for rates and service, (231) 796-1800.

B.A.C.K. Country Taxi Cab Co.

Prompt, friendly service.  Call for rates and service, (231) 408-2449.
Mecosta Osceola Transit Authority (MOTA)

Buses have scheduled runs in Mecosta and Osceola counties.  To schedule a ride, please call the previous day to ensure your ride.

Fares:  $4 – adult - one way

            $2 – senior citizens or handicap - one way

Hours:  Monday-Friday only

             Varying schedule

             Closed on major holidays

For more information or to schedule a ride, please call (231) 796-4896 or 1-800-228-8028.
Dial-A-Ride 

Dial-A-Ride provides transportation around the City of Big Rapids area.

Fares:  $2 adult – one way – within city limits

            $1 for children 4-16 years old – one way – within city limits

            $0.75 for senior citizens – one way – within city limits

            Fares are doubled if transported outside the city limits

Hours:  Monday-Friday – 6:30am-6:30pm (last call is 6:00pm)

             Saturday – 9:00am-5:00pm (last call is 4:30pm)

             Closed Sundays and major holidays

For more information or to schedule a ride, call Dial-A-Ride at (231) 796-8675.

RSVP – Retired Senior Volunteer Persons

The RSVP program helps transport Mecosta, Osceola, and Lake County families to doctor visits, WIC, etc.  For more information, please contact RSVP at (231) 796-4848.

Workers on Wheels

Workers on Wheels is a car donation program through Goodwill Industries of Northern Michigan.  The program matches vehicles with families in need to promote employment and independence.   
To see if you are eligible for this program, you will need to fill out an application through your local Department of Human Services.  

For more information, please call your DHS office at (231) 796-4300 or contact Goodwill Industries of Northern Michigan at (231) 995-7718.[image: image1.png]
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