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	Mecosta/Osceola 

Poverty Reduction Initiative




Meeting Minutes
July 22, 2011
Opening:

The regular meeting of the Mecosta/Osceola PRI Group was called to order at 11:30 am on July 22, 2011 at the Mecosta/Osceola ISD Resource Center by Karen Schneider.

Present:

Donna Drake, Jill Sutton, Larry Emig, Linda Myers, Malinda Coss, Pam Forbes, Shannon Lindquist, Diane Long, Isabel Kempton, Dee VanHorn, Pam Lewis,  Rebecca Campbell, Jerri Bozeman, Jennifer Clark, Lori Henderson, Lauren Fitch, Tom Hogenson, Karen Schneider, Patty Holliday, Lew Roubal
A.
Welcome and Introductions
Introductions of everyone present were made. 
B.
PRI Website Update 
Karen Schneider updated everyone on the status of the PRI Website.  It is located on the MOISD.org website under the General Ed Menu.  It is set up so people can register for events on-line and then link these events to their calendar.  PRI meetings are included in these registrations.   People can also view details of each event.   
She has also set up photo galleries.  It was suggested that sub-committee meeting dates be put on the website as well.  

Karen is looking for ideas, links, videos, etc. to put on this website.  If you would like something on the site, please e-mail her so she can add it.  The goal of this website is to make it the Epicenter of resource information.  
C.
Bridges Out of Poverty Event
This will be held on August 23rd in the Miller Wing from 8:30am-3:30pm.  Lunch will be provided.  This will be an interactive seminar.  So far, 35 people have registered.  If you have not done so, please register on the PRI website.   
Help will be needed on the day of the event.  Please e-mail Karen if you are interested.  

It was suggested that the attendees of the Poverty event can help stuff backpacks for the Angels of Action group.  This was met with unanimous approval.  Hoping to have the “Feed the Children” semi come on the 18th.  
D.
CALL TO ACTION – MSU Extension Programs
Shannon from MSU Extension passed out an informational packet.  She discussed SNAP-Ed. (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education)  It is set up as group sessions to discuss topics such as stretching food dollars, benefits of healthy eating, keeping food safe, and much more. Items such as measuring cups and spoons, thermometers and cookbooks are also handed out. There is no charge for this program.    She passed out sheets that we can copy and hand out to our participants or anyone we feel would benefit from these sessions.

If a person has a Bridge Card or has applied for a Bridge Card, they are eligible to attend these sessions.  People who are not eligible can also attend, but at least 50% of the attendees must be Bridge Card eligible.  Meetings can be held in local churches, conference rooms, schools, or wherever is convenient and available.  
Shannon will send a food health information packet to Karen to add to the PRI website.  A schedule for these sessions will come out after October 1st.  These will also be placed on the PRI website.  
Shannon also discussed “Project Fresh”.  This is a program that works in conjuction with the Commission on Aging and WIC. $20 food coupons are passed out for fresh fruit and vegetables to be purchased at the local farm markets.  These are one time only and expire on October 31st.  
E.
Zontas Against Poverty
Zontas is an international organization of women who promote the rights and betterment of women.  They are a big advocate of homeless and poverty programs.  Every year in October they sponsor a food drive.  This year it will be held on October 13th.  The food collected will be distributed to WISE, Angels of Action, and other local food pantries.  Right now, the event is still in the planning process.  More information will be forthcoming.    
F.  
Sub-Committee Reports
-Asset Building – Have not yet met.  Will prior to next month’s meeting.

-Benefit Access – Jerri Bozeman presented their information.  Meeting held on July 20th.  Worked on planning an event is put on at a school with local agencies manning tables and booths with information on what they have to offer. Will discuss at the next HSCB meeting as a lot of the local agencies that we want to attend this “fair” will be at this meeting.  An e-mail will also be sent out requesting volunteers.    A date of October 13th was set to hold this event.  It will be held in the Miller Wing from 9am-3pm. Karen Schneider will see what other rooms will be available in case they are needed. It will be open to the public.  They would like to put on mini-workshops (about 15 minutes in length), one in the morning and one in the afternoon.  
 
- Employment (Michigan Works)


-Utility Resources (MMCAA)


-Foreclosures (local bank)


- Low Income Housing (Salvation Army)

 
-Stretching Food Dollars (MSU Extension)


-Building Assets (local bank)

Any ideas are welcome!  It was suggested that each group can record a list of their services for a DVD that will be played in the local agencies.  Karen Schneider will provide food vouchers for agency representatives.  

Would like to start meeting every other Wednesday.  Next meeting will be held on August 3rd at 9am at the Big Rapids Michigan Works office.  Anyone is welcome to attend.

-Communication – Have not officially met, but will soon.  Will do so prior to next month’s meeting.
-Needs Assessment – Working on the assessment survey.  Did not get any feedback from last month’s meeting request.  Will go ahead with what is on it.  Passed out an outline of plans for set up, logistics, and outcomes. 
The survey boxes will be plain white boxes with a slot in the top to drop in the surveys.  There will be 2 boxes each for every agency.  Requested volunteers to do graphics and signs to attract people.  A point person will also be needed at each agency to send us the surveys each month.   There is a small cost for boxes and the logistics.  FSU Marketing department volunteered to assist with compiling results and analyzing the data of the surveys.  

The time frame for  distributing the surveys will be October through December.  

It was suggested that an on-line survey be available.  That will be decided on at a later date.  

J.
Other
In the agenda packet there is an article about Fred Keller of Cascade Engineering winning the 2011 Lifetime Achievement Award.    
Karen Schneider informed us of the National Homeless Education Conference.  It will be held in Pittsburgh, PA on November 4th through November 8th.  It will be an all expenses paid trip.  A van will transport all attendees.  One community person will be able to come.  It will be decided through a lottery drawing.  If you are interested, please e-mail Karen so she can add you to the drawing.  

Beginning next month, a MSW intern from GVSU will work with the PRI group.  

MMCAA and Michigan Works will be meeting to facilitate Bridges out of Poverty training to other agencies.  Sign up will be at the Jodie  Pfarr event on  August 23rd.

E-mail ideas to Karen Schneider for next month’s meeting.
Adjournment:

Meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm by Karen Schneider. The next general meeting will be at 11:30 am on August 26, 2011at Mecosta/Osceola ISD Resource Center.

